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Animals in Victorian Literature and Culture Jul 29 2022 This collection includes twelve provocative essays from a
diverse group of international scholars, who utilize a range of interdisciplinary approaches to analyze “real” and
“representational” animals that stand out as culturally significant to Victorian literature and culture. Essays focus on a wide
range of canonical and non-canonical Victorian writers, including Charles Dickens, Anthony Trollope, Anna Sewell, Emily
Bronte, James Thomson, Christina Rossetti, and Richard Marsh, and they focus on a diverse array of forms: fiction, poetry,
journalism, and letters. These essays consider a wide range of cultural attitudes and literary treatments of animals in the
Victorian Age, including the development of the animal protection movement, the importation of animals from the
expanding Empire, the acclimatization of British animals in other countries, and the problems associated with increasing pet
ownership. The collection also includes an Introduction co-written by the editors and Suggestions for Further Study, and will
prove of interest to scholars and students across the multiple disciplines which comprise Animal Studies.
The Diary of a Nobody (Unabridged) Jul 25 2019 This eBook has been formatted to the highest digital standards and
adjusted for readability on all devices. The Diary of a Nobody is an English comic novel that records the daily events in the
lives of a London clerk, Charles Pooter, his wife Carrie, his son Lupin, and numerous friends and acquaintances over a
period of 15 months.
Romantic Friendship in Victorian Literature Nov 20 2021 Carolyn Oulton recovers the strategies nineteenth-century
authors used to justify the ideal of same-sex romantic friendship and the anxieties these strategies reveal. Informed by recent
insights into the erotic potential of such relationships, but focused on romantic friendship as an independent and fully
formulated ideal, Oulton departs from other critics who view romantic friendship as either nebulous and culturally naive or
an invocation of homoerotic responsiveness. By considering both male and female friendships, Oulton uncovers surprising
parallels between them in novels and poetry by authors such as Dickens, Tennyson, Disraeli, Charlotte Brontë, and Braddon.
Oulton also examines conduct manuals, periodicals, and religious treatises, tracing developments from mid-century to the fin
de siècle, when romantic friendship first came under serious attack. Her book is a persuasive challenge to those who view
mid-Victorian England, existing in a state of blissful pre-Freudian innocence, as unproblematically accommodating of
passionate same-sex relationships.
Knowing the Past May 03 2020 To what extent is it possible to know the past or to know other cultures? Can one describe
the past without imposing one's own cultural, political, social, or personal preconceptions? Testing the current skepticism
that insists that it is impossible not to read one's own moment onto other times and cultures, the essays in this collection use
the Victorian era as a means of developing a theory and critique of historical reclamation. In Knowing the Past, a
distinguished group of Victorian scholars reflect on the Victorian past and examine the Victorians' own sophisticated
contributions to debates about historical and cultural knowledge. Confronting, confirming, and opposing the skeptics, the

essays provide close readings of particular texts. They encompass the larger constellation of ideas and questions that went
into the making of the texts while participating in larger theoretical debates about knowledge of the past and other cultures.
Why Victorian Literature Still Matters Apr 01 2020 Why Victorian Literature Still Matters is a passionate defense of
Victorian literature’s enduring impact and importance for readers interested in the relationship between literature and life,
reading and thinking. Explores the prominence of Victorian literature for contemporary readers and academics, through the
author’s unique insight into why it is still important today Provides new frames of interpretation for key Victorian works of
literature and close readings of important texts Argues for a new engagement with Victorian literature, from general readers
and scholars alike Seeks to remove Victorian literature from an entrenched set of values, traditions and perspectives demonstrating how vital and resonant it is for modern literary and cultural analysis
The Victorian Age in Literature Nov 01 2022 "Credulity is a curious thing," went on Treherne in a low voice. "It is more
negative than positive, and yet it is infinite. Hundreds of men will avoid walking under a ladder; they don't know where the
door of the ladder will lead.
Rachel Ray Jun 15 2021
Dirt in Victorian Literature and Culture Dec 10 2020 Addressing the Victorian obsession with the sordid materiality of
modern life, this book studies dirt in nineteenth-century English literature and the Victorian cultural imagination. Dirt litters
Victorian writing – industrial novels, literature about the city, slum fiction, bluebooks, and the reports of sanitary reformers.
It seems to be "matter out of place," challenging traditional concepts of art and disregarding the concern with hygiene,
deodorization, and purification at the center of the "civilizing process." Drawing upon Material Cultural Studies for an
analysis of the complex relationships between dirt and textuality, the study adds a new perspective to scholarship on both the
Victorian sanitation movement and Victorian fiction. The chapters focus on Victorian commodity culture as a backdrop to
narratives about refuse and rubbish; on the impact of waste and ordure on life stories; on the production and circulation of
affective responses to filth in realist novels and slum travelogues; and on the function of dirt for both colonial discourse and
its deconstruction in postcolonial writing. They address questions as to how texts about dirt create the effect of materiality,
how dirt constructs or deconstructs meaning, and how the project of writing dirt attempts to contain its excessive materiality.
Schülting discusses representations of dirt in a variety of texts by Charles Dickens, E. M. Forster, Elizabeth Gaskell, George
Gissing, James Greenwood, Henry James, Charles Kingsley, Henry Mayhew, George Moore, Arthur Morrison, and others.
In addition, she offers a sustained analysis of the impact of dirt on writing strategies and genre conventions, and pays
particular attention to those moments when dirt is recycled and becomes the source of literary creation.
Reaping Something New Mar 01 2020 How African American writers used Victorian literature to create a literature of their
own Tackling fraught but fascinating issues of cultural borrowing and appropriation, this groundbreaking book reveals that
Victorian literature was put to use in African American literature and print culture in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries in much more intricate, sustained, and imaginative ways than previously suspected. From reprinting and reframing
"The Charge of the Light Brigade" in an antislavery newspaper to reimagining David Copperfield and Jane Eyre as mixedrace youths in the antebellum South, writers and editors transposed and transformed works by the leading British writers of
the day to depict the lives of African Americans and advance their causes. Central figures in African American literary and
intellectual history—including Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, Charles Chesnutt, Pauline Hopkins, and
W.E.B. Du Bois—leveraged Victorian literature and this history of engagement itself to claim a distinctive voice and
construct their own literary tradition. In bringing these transatlantic transfigurations to light, this book also provides
strikingly new perspectives on both canonical and little-read works by Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Tennyson, and other
Victorian authors. The recovery of these works' African American afterlives illuminates their formal practices and
ideological commitments, and forces a reassessment of their cultural impact and political potential. Bridging the gap between
African American and Victorian literary studies, Reaping Something New changes our understanding of both fields and
rewrites an important chapter of literary history.
Victorian Surfaces in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture Jun 03 2020 This volume explores the politics and
poetics of Victorian surfaces in their manifold manifestations. In so doing, it examines various cultural products ‘as they are’
and highlights the art of surface composition in the Victorian era as well as the socio-cultural ramifications of the
preoccupation with the exterior. By closely reading the various surfaces materialising in Victorian literature and culture, the
individual contributions explore the dialectics of surface and depth in Victorian (and Neo-Victorian) cultures as well as the
legibility of surfaces. They look into the surfaces of literary narratives, paintings, and film but also into natural surfaces such
as skin or bark. Each chapter foregrounds what is present rather than absent in a text, while also paying attention to the
surfaces that become manifest on the diegetic level of the text, be they cloth, landscapes, or human bodies or faces. This is an
open access book.
The Cambridge History of Victorian Literature Oct 20 2021 This collaborative History aims to become the standard work on
Victorian literature for the twenty-first century. Well-known scholars introduce readers to their particular fields, discuss
influential critical debates and offer illuminating contextual detail to situate authors and works in their wider cultural and
historical contexts. Sections on publishing and readership and a chronological survey of major literary developments
between 1837 and 1901, are followed by essays on topics including sexuality, sensation, cityscapes, melodrama, epic and
economics. Victorian writing is placed in its complex relation to the Empire, Europe and America, as well as to Britain's
component nations. The final chapters consider how Victorian literature, and the period as a whole, influenced twentiethcentury writers. Original, lucid and stimulating, each chapter is an important contribution to Victorian literary studies.
Together, the contributors create an engaging discussion of the ways in which the Victorians saw themselves and of how

their influence has persisted.
The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature Jan 11 2021 The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature offers 45
chapters by leading international scholars working with the most dynamic and influential political, cultural, and theoretical
issues addressing Victorian literature today. Scholars and students will find this collection both useful and inspiring.
Rigorously engaged with current scholarship that is both historically sensitive and theoretically informed, the Routledge
Companion places the genres of the novel, poetry, and drama and issues of gender, social class, and race in conversation with
subjects like ecology, colonialism, the Gothic, digital humanities, sexualities, disability, material culture, and animal studies.
This guide is aimed at scholars who want to know the most significant critical approaches in Victorian studies, often written
by the very scholars who helped found those fields. It addresses major theoretical movements such as narrative theory,
formalism, historicism, and economic theory, as well as Victorian models of subjects such as anthropology, cognitive
science, and religion. With its lists of key works, rich cross-referencing, extensive bibliographies, and explications of
scholarly trajectories, the book is a crucial resource for graduate students and advanced undergraduates, while offering
invaluable support to more seasoned scholars.
Victorian Literature, 1830-1900 Aug 30 2022 This new anthology emphasizes Victorian nonfiction prose and verse with a
generous, fresh selection of pieces from authors within the canon as well as outside of it.
For Better, For Worse Jul 05 2020 This interdisciplinary volume explores the fictional portrayal of marriage by women
novelists between 1800 and 1900. It investigates the ways in which these novelists used the cultural form of the novel to
engage with and contribute to the wider debates of the period around the fundamental cultural and social building block of
marriage. The collection provides an important contribution to the emerging scholarly interest in nineteenth-century
marriage, gender studies, and domesticity, opening up new possibilities for uncovering submerged, marginalized, and
alternative stories in Victorian literature. An initial chapter outlines the public discourses around marriage in the nineteenth
century, the legal reforms that were achieved as a result of public pressure, and the ways in which these laws and economic
concerns impacted on the marital relationship. It beds the collection down in current critical thinking and draws on life
writing, journalism, and conduct books to widen our understanding of how women responded to the ideological and cultural
construct of marriage. Further chapters examine a range of texts by lesser-known writers as well as canonical authors
structured around a timeline of the major legal reforms that impacted on marriage. This structure provides a clear framework
for the collection, locating it firmly within contemporary debate and foregrounding female voices. An afterword reflects back
on the topic of marriage in the nineteenth- century and considers how the activism of the period influenced and shaped
reform post-1900. This volume will make an important contribution to scholarship on Victorian Literature, Gender Studies,
Cultural Studies, and the Nineteenth Century.
Neo-Victorian Literature and Culture Dec 30 2019 This book provides a comprehensive reflection of the processes of
canonization, (un)pleasurable consumption and the emerging predominance of topics and theoretical concerns in neoVictorianism. The repetitions and reiterations of the Victorian in contemporary culture document an unbroken fascination
with the histories, technologies and achievements, as well as the injustices and atrocities, of the nineteenth century. They
also reveal that, in many ways, contemporary identities are constructed through a Victorian mirror image fabricated by the
desires, imaginings and critical interests of the present. Providing analyses of current negotiations of nineteenth-century
texts, discourses and traumas, this volume explores the contemporary commodification and nostalgic recreation of the past. It
brings together critical perspectives of experts in the fields of Victorian literature and culture, contemporary literature, and
neo-Victorianism, with contributions by leading scholars in the field including Rosario Arias, Cora Kaplan, Elizabeth Ho,
Marie-Luise Kohlke and Sally Shuttleworth. Neo-Victorian Literature and Culture interrogates current fashions in neoVictorianism and their ideological leanings, the resurrection of cultural icons, and the reasons behind our relationship with
and immersion in Victorian culture.
Victorian Literature Jul 17 2021
The Victorian Period Jun 27 2022 This is a thought-provoking synthesis of the Victorian period, focusing on the themes of
science, religion, politics and art. It examines the developments which radically changed the intellectual climate and
illustrates how their manifestations permeated Victorian literature. The author begins by establishing the social and
institutional framework in which intellectual and cultural life developed. Special attention is paid to the reform agenda of
new groups which challenged traditional society, and this perspective informs Gilmour's discussion throughout the book. He
assesses Victorian religion, science and politics in their own terms and in relation to the larger cultural politics of the middleclass challenge to traditionalism. Familiar topics, such as the Oxford Movement and Darwinism, are seen afresh, and those
once neglected areas which are now increasingly important to modern scholars are brought into clear focus, such as
Victorian agnosticism, the politics of gender, 'Englishness', and photography. The most innovative feature of this compelling
study is the prominence given to the contemporary preoccupation with time. The Victorians' time-hauntedness emerges as
the defining feature of their civilisation - the remote time of geology and evolution, the public time of history, the private
time of autobiography.
Embodied Sep 26 2019 "In these elegant engagements with literary works, cultural history, and critical theory, Cohen
advances a phenomenological approach to embodiment, proposing that we encounter the world not through our minds or
souls but through our senses."--BOOK JACKET.
Victorian Literature and Culture Dec 22 2021 An introduction to Victorian literature and its context from 1837-1900
includes historical, cultural, political, and intellectual background.
Victorian Literature Apr 13 2021 Victorian Literature is a comprehensive and fully annotated anthology with a flexible

design that allows teachers and students to pursue traditional or innovative lines of inquiry—from the canon to its extensions
and its contexts. Represents the period's major writers of prose, poetry, drama, and more, including Tennyson, Arnold, the
Brownings, Carlyle, Ruskin, the Rossettis, Wilde, Eliot, and the Brontës Promotes an ideologically and culturally varied
view of Victorian society with the inclusion of women, working-class, colonial, and gay and lesbian writers Incorporates
recent scholarship with 5 contextual sections and innovative sub-sections on topics like environmentalism and animal rights;
mass literacy and mass media; sex and sexuality; melodrama and comedy; the Irish question; ruling India and the Indian
Mutiny and innovations in print culture Emphasizes the interdisciplinary nature of the field with a focus on social, cultural,
artistic, and historical factors Includes a fully annotated companion website for teachers and students offering expanded
context sections, additional readings from key writers, appendices, and an extensive bibliography
Tuberculosis and the Victorian Literary Imagination Nov 08 2020 This book examines representations of tuberculosis in
Victorian fiction, giving insights into how society viewed this disease and its sufferers.
A New Companion to Victorian Literature and Culture Sep 06 2020 The Victorian period was a time of rapid cultural
change, which resulted in a huge and varied literary output. A New Companion to Victorian Literature and Culture offers
experienced guidance to the literature of nineteenth-century Britain and its social and historical context. This revised and
expanded edition comprises contributions from over 30 leading scholars who, approaching the Victorian epoch from
different positions and traditions, delve into the unruly complexities of the Victorian imagination. Divided into five parts,
this new companion surveys seven decades of history before examining the keys phases in a Victorian life, the leading
professions and walks of life, the major Victorian literary genres, and the way Victorians defined their persons, their homes,
and their national identities. Important topics such as sexuality, denominational faith, social class, and global empire inform
each chapter’s approach. Each chapter provides a comprehensive bibliography of established and emerging scholarship.
Victorian Literature Jan 23 2022 An anthology of both familiar and previously unavailable primary texts that illuminate the
world of nineteenth-century ideas. An expert team introduce and annotate a range of original social, cultural, political and
historical documents necessary for contextualising key literary texts from the Victorian period.
The Oxford Handbook of Victorian Literary Culture Aug 18 2021 The Oxford Handbook of Victorian Literary Culture is
a major contribution to the dynamic field of Victorian studies. This collection of 37 original chapters by leading international
Victorian scholars offers new approaches to familiar themes including science, religion, and gender, and gives space to
newer and emerging topics including old age, fair play, and economics. Structured around three broad sections (on 'Ways of
Being: Identity and Ideology', 'Ways of Understanding: Knowledge and Belief', and 'Ways of Communicating: Print and
Other Cultures', the volume is sub-divided into 9 sub-sections each with its own 'lead' essay: on subjectivity, politics, gender
and sexuality, place and race, religion, science, material and mass culture, aesthetics and visual culture, and theatrical
culture. The collection, like today's Victorian studies, is thoroughly interdisciplinary and yet its substantial Introduction
explores a concern which is evident both implicitly and explicitly in the volume's essays: that is, the nature and status of
'literary' culture and the literary from the Victorian period to the present. The diverse and wide-ranging essays present
original scholarship framed accessibly for a mixed readership of advanced undergraduates, graduate students and established
scholars.
Victorian Literature, Energy, and the Ecological Imagination Oct 08 2020 Reading Victorian literature and science in
tandem, Victorian Literature, Energy, and the Ecological Imagination investigates how the concept of energy was
fictionalized - both mystified and demystified - during the rise of a new resource-intensive industrial and economic order.
The first extended study of a burgeoning area of critical interest of increasing importance to twenty-first-century scholarship,
it anchors its investigation at the very roots of the energy problem, in a period that first articulated questions about
sustainability, the limits to growth, and the implications of energy pollution for the entire global environment. With chapters
on Charles Dickens, John Ruskin, Robert Louis Stevenson, Joseph Conrad and H. G. Wells, Allen MacDuffie discusses the
representation of urban environments in the literary imaginary, and how those texts helped reveal the gap between cultural
fantasies of unbounded energy generation, and the material limits imposed by nature.
War, the Army and Victorian Literature Feb 09 2021 A ground-breaking study of how literature both reflected and
contributed to the eclipse and subsequent revival of militarism in the nineteenth century. Focusing on four major disputes in
the Crimea, India, the Sudan, and South Africa as well as the role of the army in Britain, John Peck examines how Victorian
writers responded to military issues. At the heart of the book is a dilemma that characterises the Victorian period: the
impossibility of reconciling imperial aggression with liberal domestic values.
The Cambridge Companion to the Victorian Novel Jan 29 2020 A new edition of this standard work, fully updated with four
brand new chapters.
Wordsworth and Evolution in Victorian Literature Oct 27 2019 The influences of William Wordsworth's writing and
evolutionary theory--the nineteenth century's two defining visions of nature--conflicted in the Victorian period. For
Victorians, Wordsworthian nature was a caring source of inspiration and moral guidance, signaling humanity's divine origins
and potential. Darwin's nature, by contrast, appeared as an indifferent and amoral reminder of an evolutionary past that
demanded participation in a brutal struggle for existence. Victorian authors like Matthew Arnold, George Eliot, Robert Louis
Stevenson, and Thomas Hardy grappled with these competing representations in their work. They turned to Wordsworth as
an alternative or antidote to evolution, criticized and altered his poetry in response to Darwinism, and synthesized elements
of each to propose their own modified theories. Darwin's account of a material, evolutionary nature both threatened the
Wordsworthian belief in nature's transcendent value and made spiritual elevation seem more urgently necessary. Victorian
authors used Wordsworth and Darwin to explore what form of transcendence, if any, could survive an evolutionary age, and

reevaluated the purpose of literature in the process.
A History of Victorian Literature Sep 30 2022 Incorporating a broad range of contemporary scholarship, A History of
Victorian Literature presents an overview of the literature produced in Great Britain between 1830 and 1900, with fresh
consideration of both major figures and some of the era's less familiar authors. Part of the Blackwell Histories of Literature
series, the book describes the development of the Victorian literary movement and places it within its cultural, social and
political context. A wide-ranging narrative overview of literature in Great Britain between 1830 and 1900, capturing the
extraordinary variety of literary output produced during this era Analyzes the development of all literary forms during this
period - the novel, poetry, drama, autobiography and critical prose - in conjunction with major developments in social and
intellectual history Considers the ways in which writers engaged with new forms of social responsibility in their work, as
Britain transformed into the world's first industrial economy Offers a fresh perspective on the work of both major figures and
some of the era’s less familiar authors Winner of a Choice Outstanding Academic Title award, 2009
How to Do Things with Books in Victorian Britain Apr 25 2022 How to Do Things with Books in Victorian Britain asks
how our culture came to frown on using books for any purpose other than reading. When did the coffee-table book become
an object of scorn? Why did law courts forbid witnesses to kiss the Bible? What made Victorian cartoonists mock
commuters who hid behind the newspaper, ladies who matched their books' binding to their dress, and servants who reduced
newspapers to fish 'n' chips wrap? Shedding new light on novels by Thackeray, Dickens, the Brontës, Trollope, and Collins,
as well as the urban sociology of Henry Mayhew, Leah Price also uncovers the lives and afterlives of anonymous religious
tracts and household manuals. From knickknacks to wastepaper, books mattered to the Victorians in ways that cannot be
explained by their printed content alone. And whether displayed, defaced, exchanged, or discarded, printed matter
participated, and still participates, in a range of transactions that stretches far beyond reading. Supplementing close readings
with a sensitive reconstruction of how Victorians thought and felt about books, Price offers a new model for integrating
literary theory with cultural history. How to Do Things with Books in Victorian Britain reshapes our understanding of the
interplay between words and objects in the nineteenth century and beyond.
Victorian Literature Jun 23 2019 Victorian Literature is a comprehensive and fully annotated anthology with a flexible
design that allows teachers and students to pursue traditional or innovative lines of inquiry – from the canon to its extensions
and its contexts. Represents the period’s major writers of prose, poetry, drama, and more, including Tennyson, Arnold, the
Brownings, Carlyle, Ruskin, the Rossettis, Wilde, Eliot, and the Brontës Promotes an ideologically and culturally varied
view of Victorian society with the inclusion of women, working-class, colonial, and gay and lesbian writers Incorporates
recent scholarship with 5 contextual sections and innovative sub-sections on topics like environmentalism and animal rights;
mass literacy and mass media; sex and sexuality; melodrama and comedy; the Irish question; ruling India and the Indian
Mutiny and innovations in print culture Emphasizes the interdisciplinary nature of the field with a focus on social, cultural,
artistic, and historical factors Includes a fully annotated companion website for teachers and students offering expanded
context sections, additional readings from key writers, appendices, and an extensive bibliography
Relics of Death in Victorian Literature and Culture Feb 21 2022 Nineteenth-century Britons treasured objects of daily life
that had once belonged to their dead. The love of these keepsakes, which included hair, teeth, and other remains, speaks of an
intimacy with the body and death, a way of understanding absence through its materials, which is less widely felt today.
Deborah Lutz analyzes relic culture as an affirmation that objects held memories and told stories. These practices show a
belief in keeping death vitally intertwined with life - not as memento mori but rather as respecting the singularity of unique
beings. In a consumer culture in full swing by the 1850s, keepsakes of loved ones stood out as non-reproducible, authentic
things whose value was purely personal. Through close reading of the works of Charles Dickens, Emily Brontë, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, Thomas Hardy, and others, this study illuminates the treasuring of objects that had belonged to or touched the
dead.
Settler Colonialism in Victorian Literature Aug 25 2019 A transnational study of how settler colonialism remade the
Victorian novel and political economy by challenging ideas of British identity.
The Encyclopedia of Victorian Literature May 27 2022 Spans the full sweep of literary genres and figures that define this
influential period, combining accessibility with an unmatched breadth of coverage and authoritative scholarship. 2016 RUSA
Outstanding Reference Sources Winner.
Sex and Death in Victorian Literature Sep 18 2021 Sex and Death in Victorian Literature is a landmark collection of 13
previously unpublished essays on nineteenth-century British poetry, fiction and prose by the most important English and
American scholars in the field. The volume observes the subject from an unusually wide variety of viewpoints, including
historical, sociological, psychoanalytic, feminist and mythological. There are works central and peripheral to the traditional
Victorian canon discussed in Sex and Death; as such the essays present an unprecedented perspective on the shifts and
movements of nineteenth-century literature. By grouping the essays under the aegis of sexuality and morality, the volume
allows the authors to explore the most important aspects of the works they discuss.
Victorian Gender Ideology and Literature Nov 28 2019 The origins of discrimination against women date back to ancient
times. Throughout history, women have been exploited sexually, physically, economically, and socially under the shadow of
patriarchal doctrines. Religion, tradition and the codes of morality have been misused to ensure the slavery of women.
Although today the social and economic status of women is better than it was in the past, they are still the primary victims of
abuse, humiliation, violence, and oppression. The Victorian era is one of the most debated periods in history of womanly
struggle against discrimination. While it was considered an age of progress and prosperity, it was a time of misery and
poverty as well. Victorian England was one of the hottest spots of the Woman Question. At the time, women were forced to

lead a passive existence dictated by the norms of Victorian gender ideology. Transformations in science and technology
during this period were contradictory to social beliefs and values. Despite the astonishing progress experienced during this
period, the rigidly defined roles of men and women in Victorian society remained almost the same until the beginning of
twentieth century. Victorian literature on gender flourished in such a tense atmosphere. Female rebellion against the
injustices of this developing world often found its voices among the ones who were able to feel the deep sorrow experienced
either by themselves or by the members of their gender. This book explores Victorian gender issues and the role of Victorian
literature on the womanly journey towards emancipation through their evolutionary path. The key concepts and movements
that shaped the historical, social, and political background of women's cry for their rights are examined along with the
accompanying gender literature mainly through a feminist reading of female writers as regards to the Woman Question.
Victorian Literature and the Victorian State Aug 06 2020 Studies of Victorian governance have been profoundly
influenced by Discipline and Punish, Michel Foucault's groundbreaking genealogy of modern power. Yet, according to
Lauren Goodlad, Foucault's analysis is better suited to the history of the Continent than to nineteenth-century Britain, with its
decentralized, voluntarist institutional culture and passionate disdain for state interference. Focusing on a wide range of
Victorian writing—from literary figures such as Charles Dickens, George Gissing, Harriet Martineau, J. S. Mill, Anthony
Trollope, and H. G. Wells to prominent social reformers such as Edwin Chadwick, Thomas Chalmers, Sir James KayShuttleworth, and Beatrice Webb—Goodlad shows that Foucault's later essays on liberalism and "governmentality" provide
better critical tools for understanding the nineteenth-century British state. Victorian Literature and the Victorian State delves
into contemporary debates over sanitary, education, and civil service reform, the Poor Laws, and the century-long attempt to
substitute organized charity for state services. Goodlad's readings elucidate the distinctive quandary of Victorian Britain and,
indeed, any modern society conceived in liberal terms: the elusive quest for a "pastoral" agency that is rational, allembracing, and effective but also anti-bureaucratic, personalized, and liberatory. In this study, impressively grounded in
literary criticism, social history, and political theory, Goodlad offers a timely post-Foucauldian account of Victorian
governance that speaks to the resurgent neoliberalism of our own day. -- Janice Carlisle
Wordsworth and Evolution in Victorian Literature May 15 2021 The influences of William Wordsworth’s writing and
evolutionary theory—the nineteenth century’s two defining visions of nature—conflicted in the Victorian period. For
Victorians, Wordsworthian nature was a caring source of inspiration and moral guidance, signaling humanity's divine origins
and potential. Darwin’s nature, by contrast, appeared as an indifferent and amoral reminder of an evolutionary past that
demanded participation in a brutal struggle for existence. Victorian authors like Matthew Arnold, George Eliot, Robert Louis
Stevenson, and Thomas Hardy grappled with these competing representations in their work. They turned to Wordsworth as
an alternative or antidote to evolution, criticized and altered his poetry in response to Darwinism, and synthesized elements
of each to propose their own modified theories. Darwin’s account of a material, evolutionary nature both threatened the
Wordsworthian belief in nature’s transcendent value and made spiritual elevation seem more urgently necessary. Victorian
authors used Wordsworth and Darwin to explore what form of transcendence, if any, could survive an evolutionary age, and
reevaluated the purpose of literature in the process.
Material Ambitions Mar 25 2022 Intertwining the methodologies of disability studies and ecocriticism, Material Ambitions
persuasively unmasks the longstanding myth that ambitious individualism can overcome disadvantageous systematic and
structural conditions.
Representations of Hair in Victorian Literature and Culture Mar 13 2021 Galia Ofek's wide-ranging study elucidates the
historical, artistic, literary, and theoretical meanings of the Victorians' preoccupation with hair. Victorian writers and artists,
Ofek argues, had a well-developed awareness of fetishism as an overinvestment of value in a specific body part and were
fully cognizant of hair's symbolic resonance and its value as an object of commerce. In particular, they were increasingly
alert to the symbolic significance of hairstyling. Among the writers and artists Ofek considers are Elizabeth Gaskell, George
Eliot, Margaret Oliphant, Charles Darwin, Anthony Trollope, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Eliza Lynn Linton, Mary
Elizabeth Braddon, Herbert Spencer, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edward Burne-Jones, Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, and
Aubrey Beardsley. By examining fiction, poetry, anthropological and scientific works, newspaper reviews and
advertisements, correspondence, jewellery, paintings, and cartoons, Ofek shows how changing patterns of power relations
between women and patriarchy are rendered anew when viewed through the lens of Victorian hair codes and imagery during
the second half of the nineteenth century.
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