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acquaintance-and, ultimately, of Martin's elusive affections. The result, a potent tale of urban loneliness and
the chance intersections that assuage it, constitutes one of Brookner's finest and most psychologically acute
achievements.
The Golden Notebook Jun 26 2019 Anna is a writer, author of one very successful novel, who now keeps
four notebooks. In one, with a black cover, she reviews the African experience of her earlier years. In a red
one she records her political life, her disillusionment with communism. In a yellow one she writes a novel in
which the heroine relives part of her own experience. And in a blue one she keeps a personal diary. Finally,
in love with an American writer and threatened with insanity, Anna resolves to bring the threads of all four
books together in a golden notebook. Doris Lessing's best-known and most influential novel, The Golden
Notebook retains its extraordinary power and relevance decades after its initial publication.
Family and Friends Nov 11 2020 In an ambitious departure from her usual form, Anita Brookner expands
her canvas in Family and Friends to create a richly textured novel about the life of a wealthy Jewish family
in London, focusing on the generation that came to maturity between the two World Wars. Presiding over
the Dorn household is the formidable Sofka, an elegant and circumspect widow who watches as her four
children find their way into adulthood. Frederick, the sybaritic eldest son, escapes to the comforts of the
Riviera while stern, dutiful Alfred runs the family business and burns with unrealized longings;
Betty—pleasure-loving, vain, and selfish—makes her ambitious way from Paris to Hollywood, leaving her
dreamy, passive sister Mimi to languish at home. A brilliant social novel of lost innocence and the complex
nature of family bonds, Family and Friends meticulously portrays the emotional cost of everyday life.
A Start in Life Dec 13 2020 Anita Brookner's first novel, available as a Penguin Essential for the first time.
'Dr Weiss, at forty, knew that her life had been ruined by literature.' Ruth Weiss, an academic, is beautiful,
intelligent and lonely. Studying the heroines of Balzac in order to discover where her own childhood and
adult life has gone awry, she seeks not salvation but enlightenment. Yet in revisiting her London
upbringing, her friendships and doomed Parisian love affairs, she wonders if perhaps there might not be a
chance for a new start in life . . .
The Kindly Ones Oct 30 2019 “Oh my human brothers, let me tell you how it happened.” Dr. Max Aue, the
man at the heart of Jonathan Littell’s stunning and controversial novel The Kindly Ones, personifies the
evils of the Second World War and the Holocaust. Highly educated and cultured, he was an ambitious SS
officer, a Nazi and mass murderer who was in the upper echelons of the Third Reich. He tells us of his
experience during the war. He was present at Auschwitz and Babi Yar, witnessed the battle of Stalingrad,
and survived the fall of Berlin — receiving a medal from Hitler personally in the last days of Nazi Germany.
Long after the war, he is living a comfortable bourgeois life in France, married with two children, managing
a lace factory. And now, having evaded justice, he speaks out, giving a precise and accurate record of his
life. The tone of his account is detached, lapidary, and for the most part unrepentant, whether he is
describing his participation in mass murder on the Eastern Front, his bureaucratic investigations of labour

Incidents in the Rue Laugier May 18 2021 Maud Gonthier yearns for an escape from the cocoon of the
bourgeois modesty. The splendid, caddish David Tyler appears to offer one. In this stylish, deeply knowing
novel by the author of Hotel du Lac, Maud's seduction creates a chemistry of longing, sensuality, and
betrayal--with a surprising climax. 240 pp.
Altered States Apr 28 2022 Standing on a railway platform in a Swiss resort town, sensibly clad in his
Burberry raincoat and walking shoes, a man thinks he may be looking at the woman for whom he ruined his
life many years earlier. Alan Sherwood, a quiet English solicitor, remembers back to a time when he
stepped briefly out of character to indulge in a liaison with Sarah Miller, an intriguing but heartless distant
relative--only to find himself in a series of absurd situations that culminated in his marriage to Sarah's
clinging, childlike friend Angela. With her compassionate portrait of a man who has paid a terrible price for
his folly, Anita Brookner gives us a novel that it at once harrowing and humane. In the traditions of Henry
James and Thomas Mann, Altered States is a beautifully rendered tale of loneliness, guilt, and erotic
obsession.
Look at Me Oct 11 2020 A lonely art historian absorbed in her research seizes the opportunity to share in
the joys and pleasures of the lives of a glittering couple, only to find her hopes of companionship and
happiness shattered.
Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin Jun 18 2021
Look at Me! Jun 06 2020 Little Josh is ignored by his sister and her friend as they play, until he interests
them in a game he creates.
Brief Lives Aug 01 2022 With this novel, Booker Prize-winning author Anita Brookner confirms her
reputation as an unparalleled observer of social nuance and deeply felt longings. Brief Lives chronicles an
unlikely friendship: that between the flamboyant, monstrously egocentric Julia and the modest, self-effacing
Fay, who is at once fascinated and appalled by Julia's excesses. Thrust together by their husbands' business
partnership -- and by a guilty secret -- Julia and Fay develop an intense bond that is nonetheless something
less than intimacy, a relationship in which we see our own uneasy compromises, not only with other people,
but with life itself.
Undue Influence Apr 16 2021 In Undue Influence, acclaimed novelist Anita Brookner proves once again
that even in the most closely circumscribed of lives, hearts can venture into unknown-and potentially
explosive-territory. Claire Pitt is nothing if not a practical young woman, living a life in contemporary
London that is to all appearances placid, orderly and consciously lacking in surprise. And yet Claire's
tangled interior life gives the lie to that illusion. She is prone to vivid speculation about the lives of others,
and to fantasies about her own fate that lead her into a courtship so strange that even she wonders at its
power to compel her. Martin Gibson and his chronically ill wife Cynthia come to depend on Claire to an
extent that is nothing short of baffling, and yet Claire becomes ever bolder in her pursuit of their
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productivity in the death camps, his casual murder of civilians as he tries to break through Russian lines
towards the end of the war, or his fervid and convoluted relationship with his twin sister. Over its course,
by entwining Aue’s life with those of historical figures such as Eichmann and Speer, Himmler and indeed
Hitler, The Kindly Ones comes to depict the entire architecture of Nazism — from its grandest intellectual
pretensions to its most minute, most chilling managerial details and executions. The Kindly Ones presents
— with unprecedented realism, meticulous research that is both fascinating and compelling, and brilliant
literary accomplishment — the greatest horrors imaginable. “War and murder are a question, a question
without an answer, for when you cry out in the night, no one answers,” Aue says. In the same way, this
powerfully affecting, powerfully challenging book confronts the reader with the most profound questions
about history, morality, and art without offering any easy resolution. Written originally in French, and
published now in English for the first time, The Kindly Ones has already sold to date well over a million
copies in Europe. In France it won two prestigious prizes, including the Goncourt, and has been compared
to War and Peace and other great classics of literature.
Is There Anything You Want? Jul 28 2019 What do Mrs H., Rachel, Edwina, Ida, Sarah, Dot, Chrissie
have in common? They're all women, but they're fat, thin, old, young, married or single - and appear as
diverse as human nature can be. But they are all survivors. This enthralling novel follows the ripples that go
out into ordinary lives that have been changed by a shared experience, all connected by the same hospital
clinic in a small Northern town. This is a novel about what it means to live in the shadow of disease, and
with scars, whether mental or physical. From the marvellous ambivalence of the title question, it leaves us
with a whole lot more to consider about life and its infinite variety.
Latecomers Oct 03 2022 A novel about the 50-year friendship of two dissimilar German refugees brought
over to England as children from Nazi Germany. Their friendship becomes a funny yet touching model for
the ways in which human beings come to terms with the tragedy of living.
Understanding Anita Brookner Jul 08 2020 Alexander (American studies and literature, U. of Gdansk,
Poland), who has written about other Jewish authors, explores the bleak worldview of a British novelist
from a Polish-Jewish background. She analyzes Brookner's zoom-in portrayal of her protagonists' faith in a
better world despite exile, loneliness, and acceptance of authority and a class system, in 19 short novels
from The Debut (1981) to Undue Influence (1999). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR
Visitors Nov 04 2022 The extraordinary Anita Brookner, praised by The New York Times as "one of the
finest novelists of her generation," gives us a brilliant novel about age and awakening. In Visitors, Brookner
explores what happens when a woman's quiet resignation to fate is challenged by the arrogance of youth.
Dorothea May is most at ease in the company of strangers. When her late husband's relatives prevail on her
to take in a young man for the week before an unexpected family wedding, Thea's carefully constructed,
solitary world is thrown into disarray. As the wedding approaches, old family secrets surface and conflicts
erupt between the generations, trapping an unwilling Thea in the middle. Confronted by the company of
Steve Best, a carefree young wanderer, Thea's fragile facade of peaceful acceptance is pierced, forcing her
to face in a new way both her past and her future. Exquisite writing, richly drawn characters, and
penetrating prceptions about people are here combined into another superb novel by the writer about
whom The New York Times Book Review has said, "If Henry James were around, the only writer he'd be
reading with complete approval would be Anita Brookner."
Brief Lives Dec 25 2021 Thrust together by their husbands' business partnership and by a guilty secret,
two women form an intense and intimate bond that highlights their uneasy compromises with each other
and with life itself.
Falling Slowly Nov 23 2021 The brilliant Anita Brookner, praised by The New York Times as "one of the
finest novelists of her generation," now gives us a stunning story of two sisters and the strange patterns of
identity and love. The Sharpe sisters have lived a careful and contemplative existence. Miriam is a
translator of French texts and Beatrice a moderately successful pianist. Their lives of quiet sophistication
are suddenly interrupted by several complicated men: Max, Beatrice's agent; Simon, a handsome and
charming married man; and Tom Rivers, a journalist who befriends Miriam. These men create disorder in
the Sharpe sisters' controlled lives as Miriam, the unromantic stoic of the two, begins an affair and
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Beatrice's career undergoes an unexpected change. The exquisite writing, affecting characters, and
astonishing psychological perceptions for which Anita Brookner is famous are evident on every page of this
beautiful novel by a modern master.
Providence Mar 04 2020 Kitty Maule longs to be "totally unreasonable, totally unfair, very demanding, and
very beautiful." She is instead clever, reticent, self-possessed, and striking. For years. Kitty has been
tactfully courting her colleague Maurice Bishop, a detached, elegant English professor. Now, running out of
patience, Kitty's amorous pursuit takes her from rancorous academic committee rooms and lecture halls to
French cathedrals and Parisian rooming houses, from sittings with her dress-making grandmother to
seances with a grandmotherly psychic. Touching, funny, and stylistically breathtaking, Providence is a
brightly polished gem of romantic comedy.
The Debut Oct 23 2021 An “almost flawless novel” (People) about a quiet scholar who is convinced that her
life has been ruined by literature and that she must make a new start in life. Since childhood, Ruth Weiss
had been escaping from life into books, and from the attentions of her eccentric parents into the gentler
warmth and company of friends and lovers. Now at forty years old, an academic devoted to the study of
Balzac, she believes that literature has ruined her life and that she must once again, make a fresh start.
“Lively, filled with gentle humor” (Miami Herald) this is an elegant and wry novel that will stay with you
long after the final page is turned.
Look At Me Sep 21 2021 'Once a thing is known it can never be unknown.' By day Frances Hinton works in
a medical library, by night she haunts the room of a West London mansion flat. Everything changes,
however, when she is adopted by charming Nick and his dazzling wife Alix. They draw her into their tight
circle of friends. Suddenly, Frances' life is full and ripe with new engagements. But too late, Frances
realises that she may be only a play thing, to be picked up and discarded once used. And that just one act in
defiance of Alix's wishes could see her lose everything . . .
Family Romance Feb 01 2020 "Paul and Henrietta Manning and their solitary, academic daughter Jane
have nothing in common with Dolly, widow of Henrietta's brother. Corseted and painted, Dolly is a
frivolous, superficial woman, who has little time for those without that inestimable quality - charm. Jane, in
particular, falls into this category, especially after the death of her parents. But Jane has money - and a
conscience - and these bind her to Dolly. Through disagreements, disappointments and disapprovals, Jane
and Dolly are enmeshed in an uneasy alliance in which history and family create closer ties than friendship
ever could."
A Closed Eye Aug 09 2020 In A Closed Eye, Anita Brookner explores, with compassionate insight and
stylistic brilliance, the self-inflicted paradoxes in the life of Harriet Lytton, a woman whose powers of
submissiveness and self-denial are suddenly tested by the dizzying prospect of sexual awakening. In
Harriers gallant struggle with the single great temptation that comes her way, Brookner creates a
hauntingly flawed heroine and a study in the evasions and disappointments that make up all our lives.
Strangers Feb 12 2021 Booker Prize-winner Anita Brookner captures the magic and depth of real life with
this story of an ordinary man whose unexpected longings, doubts, and fears are universal. Paul Sturgis is
resigned to his bachelorhood and the quietude of his London flat. He occasionally pays obliging visits to his
nearest living relative, Helena, his cousin’s widow. To avoid having to turn down her Christmas invitation,
Paul sets off for a holiday in Venice where he meets Mrs. Vicky Gardner, an intriguing woman in the midst
of a divorce. Upon his return to England, a former girlfriend, Sarah, reenters Paul’s world and these two
women spark a transformation in Paul, culminating in a shocking decision.
Lewis Percy Mar 28 2022 Anita Brookner is justly famous for her elegant, almost Jamesian character
studies of women poised on the threshold of life. But in Lewis Percy, she performs a remarkable leap of
imaginative empathy in her portrayal of a man torn between the reassuring cloister of the library and the
alluring but terrifying world of the senses, a world populated by women who persist in bewildering him.
Making Things Better Jul 20 2021 Facing life alone at an advanced age, Julius Herz cannot shake the
sense that he should be elsewhere, doing other things. Walking through bustling streets that seem
increasingly alien to him, he’s confronted by life’s pressing questions with an urgency he has never known
before: what do we owe the people in our lives? How should we fill our days? Feeling fortified despite the
growing ache in his heart, Herz finds himself also blessed with a stirring sense of exhilaration. After a
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lifetime of deferring to others’ stronger wills, he faces a future of possibility, the only constraint the deeply
ingrained habits of his mind. Profound and deeply resonant, Making Things Better explores the quandaries
of aging, longing, and self-discovery with transfixing precision and spellbinding acuity.
A Misalliance Sep 02 2022 After twenty years of marriage Blanche Vernon is alone; abandoned by her
husband Bertie for a childishly demanding computer expert named Mousie. While Blanche finds this turn of
events baffling, she feels that Bertie must have left her because of her overly sensible demeanor. Yet many
of their mutual friends disagree. In fact, Blanche has come to be regarded as undeniably eccentric--making
elliptical remarks that no one knows how to read, and chatting at great length about characters in fiction.
She resolutely fills her unwanted hours with activities, maintaining her excellent appearance, drinking
increasingly more wine, and, in an attempt to turn her energy to good works, becoming severely enmeshed
in the life of a disordered young family.
Hotel Du Lac Jun 30 2022 In the novel that won her the Booker Prize and established her international
reputation, Anita Brookner finds a new vocabulary for framing the eternal question "Why love?" It tells the
story of Edith Hope, who writes romance novels under a psudonym. When her life begins to resemble the
plots of her own novels, however, Edith flees to Switzerland, where the quiet luxury of the Hotel du Lac
promises to resore her to her senses. But instead of peace and rest, Edith finds herself sequestered at the
hotel with an assortment of love's casualties and exiles. She also attracts the attention of a worldly man
determined to release her unused capacity for mischief and pleasure. Beautifully observed, witheringly
funny, Hotel du Lac is Brookner at her most stylish and potently subversive.
Dolly Dec 01 2019 In her superbly accomplished novel, Anita Brookner proves that she is our most
profound observer of women's lives, posing questions about feminine identity and desire with a stylishness
that conveys an almost sensual pleasure. From the moment Jane Manning first meets her aunt Dolly, she is
both fascinated and appalled. Where Jane is tactful and shy, Dolly is flamboyant and unrepentantly selfish, a
connoisseur of fine things, an exploiter of wealthy people. But as the exigencies of family bring Jane and
Dolly together, Brookner shows us that we may end up loving people we cannot bring ourselves to like -and that this paradox makes love all the more precious and miraculous.
The Fictions of Anita Brookner May 06 2020 The Fiction of Anita Brookner is the first full-length study
of this controversial contemporary writer. After discussing critical assessments of Brookner, and attempts
to relate her to various classics and contemporaries, Dr Skinner skilfully combines insights from recent
narrative theory with close analyses of nine novels. Moving from the first novels, and their close relations to
French literary models, he goes on to trace the increased sophistication of Hotel du Lac and the technical
innovations of its successors.
The Bay of Angels Apr 04 2020 Despite growing up with a widowed and reclusive mother, young Zoë
Cunningham retains an unshakable faith in storybook happy endings. When her mother, Anne, finally
decides to remarry, Zoë is thrilled with her prospective stepfather, Simon Gould, who is not only wealthy,
but also kind and generous. Simon’s affection for his new family allows Zoë to pursue what she thinks is an
independent life: her own apartment in a fashionable part of London, a university education, casual affairs,
and carefree holidays at Simon’s villa in Nice. When a series of unexpected calamities intervene, Zoë learns
that the idyllic freedom she enjoys has come at a steep price. To preserve both her mother’s and her own
sense of wellbeing, Zoë must discern the real motives of the strangers on whom she now depends, including
the silent and mysterious man whose nocturnal movements have attracted her attention.
Fraud Aug 21 2021 At the heart of Anita Brookner's new novel lies a double mystery: What has happened
to Anna Durrant, a solitary woman of a certain age who has disappeared from her London flat? And why has
it taken four months for anyone to notice? As Brookner reconstructs Anna's life and character through the
eyes of her acquaintances, she gives us a witty yet ultimately devastating study of self-annihilating virtue
while exposing the social, fiscal, and moral frauds that are the underpinnings of terrifying rectitude.
Latecomers Feb 24 2022 Follows the lives of two men as they grow up together, become husbands, then
fathers, each haunted by their past in their bourgeois, comfortable world.
Leaving Home Jan 26 2022 At twenty-six, Emma Roberts comes to the painful realization that if she is ever
to become truly independent, she must leave her comfortable London flat and venture into the wider world.
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This entails not only breaking free from a claustrophobic relationship with her mother, but also shedding
her inherited tendency toward melancholy. Once settled in a small Paris hotel, Emma befriends Françoise
Desnoyers, a vibrant young woman who offers Emma a glimpse into a turbulent life so different from her
own. In this exquisite new novel of self-discovery, Booker Prize-winner Anita Brookner addresses one of the
great dramas of our lives: growing up and leaving home.
Hotel Du Lac Jan 14 2021 In the novel that won her the Booker Prize and established her international
reputation, Anita Brookner finds a new vocabulary for framing the eternal question "Why love?" It tells the
story of Edith Hope, who writes romance novels under a psudonym. When her life begins to resemble the
plots of her own novels, however, Edith flees to Switzerland, where the quiet luxury of the Hotel du Lac
promises to resore her to her senses. But instead of peace and rest, Edith finds herself sequestered at the
hotel with an assortment of love's casualties and exiles. She also attracts the attention of a worldly man
determined to release her unused capacity for mischief and pleasure. Beautifully observed, witheringly
funny, Hotel du Lac is Brookner at her most stylish and potently subversive. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.
Hotel du Lac Jan 02 2020 Into the rarefied atmosphere of the Hotel du Lac timidly walks Edith Hope,
romantic novelist and holder of modest dreams. Edith has refused to sacrifice her ideals and remains
stubbornly single, until she meets Mr Neville.
At the Hairdresser's Aug 28 2019 Penguin Specials are designed to fill a gap. Written to be read over a long
commute or a short journey, they are original and exclusively in digital form. This is a poignant novella from
Anita Brookner. 'I rather hope I shall die at the hairdresser's, for they are bound to know what to do. At
least that is what I tell myself.' Solitude is a familiar burden for Elizabeth Warner. She lives in a basement
flat near Victoria and leaves the house only to go shopping and to have her hair done - until a chance
encounter at the hairdresser's brings unexpected change. At the Hairdresser's is a deeply moving,
unflinchingly observed story about trust and betrayal by one of the greatest writers of contemporary fiction.
Falling Slowly Sep 29 2019 In Falling Slowly, Anita Brookner brilliantly evokes the origins, nature, and
consequences of human isolation. As middle age settles upon the Sharpe sisters, regret over chances not
taken casts a shadow over their contented existence. Beatrice, a talented if uninspired pianist, gives up
performing, a decision motivated by stiffening joints and the sudden realization that her art has never
brought her someone to love. Miriam, usually calm and lucid, slides headlong into an affair with a
charming, handsome--and very married--man. And as each woman awakens to the urgency of her
loneliness, illness threatens to sever them both from the one happiness they have grown to count on: each
other. Painfully wise, the Sharpe sisters embody the conflicting yearnings Jane Austen delineated in Sense
and Sensibility.
Misreading Anita Brookner Mar 16 2021 Anita Brookner was known for writing boring books about
lonely, single women. Misreading Anita Brookner unlocks the mysteries of the Brookner heroine by creating
entirely new ways to read six Brookner novels. Drawing on diverse intertextual sources, Peta Mayer
illustrates how Brookner's solitary twentieth-century women can also be seen as variations of queer
nineteenth-century male artist archetypes.
A Friend from England Sep 09 2020 In one of her most delicate and suspenseful novels to date, Anita
Brookner brings us an exquisite story of friendship and duty. Rachel Kennedy and Oscar Livingston were
not precisely friends or family. Rachel had been acquanted with Oscar for some time, first as her father’s
accountant, and then as her own. Part owner of a London bookshop, Rachel is thoroughly independent and
somewhat distant, determinedly restrained in her feelings for others, but above all responsible. And it is
this trait that leads Oscar and his wife Dorrie to seek out Rachel as a mentor for their twenty-seven-year-old
daughter, Heather. Yet when Heather seems poised to make an unsuitable romantic decision, Rachel
decides to speak out and intervene, causing an unwitting and devastating insight.
A Private View May 30 2022 Brookner explores the complications that arise when one solitary man comes
up against a woman who seems determined to invade his solitude. George Bland is an aging bachelor whose
existence has been virtually a mirror image of his name--up until now. For into George's life walks Katy
Gibb, young, abrasively self-assured, who incites in George the most alarming feelings.
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